National Geographic Learning F{# 2018 Plenary Talk
“Emergent Literacy Teaching in Japan”

~From Phonemic awareness, Phonics to Storytelling~
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As English becomes a subject for the upper grades and a compulsory activity for the middle grades from 2020,
we are approaching the end of 2 year transitional period. In this session we focus on the unprecedent early literacy
program implemented in our national curriculum; From Phonemic awareness, Phonics to Storytelling.

The presenter will also discuss on how we can best support Japanese young learners as educators, parents and
educational material makers.
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Mayumi Tabuchi has been teaching English to elementary students at both public and private elementary schools
for over 25 years. She also teaches at national and private universities where she trains pre-service teachers. Since
2003, she has been engaged in curriculum development and teacher training at Private Elementary Schools in Kyoto.
She is an author and series consultant for a range of ELT materials from international publishers, and has been
appointed municipal and prefectural Board of Education advisor on English language education in public elementary
schools. A former member of the MEXT committee which developed the new materials; “We Can!”
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